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SPEAKERS 

 

François PAULI is the Member of the Board of the Institute of European Democrats (IED) 

and the Deputy Secretary-General of the ALDE Group in the European Parliament in Brussels, 

Belgium. In past, he acted as the Secretary-General of UDC-UDF Senate Group, Paris (2002-

05), Adviser to President of UDC, Paris (1996-2002), Adviser to Social Affairs and 

Employment Minister, Paris (1995-96), Adviser to President of UDC, Paris (1993-95), Assistant 

to Member of Parliament (Assembleé Nationale), Paris (1993-95), Adviser to President of 

l’Union du Centre (UDC) (the Union of the Centre group), Paris (1989-93) and Administrator 

Social Security Department, Paris (1985-89). He studied at the Institute of Political Studies and 

Public Law at the Bordeaux University, France, and at the Social Security National School at St 

Etienne, France.  

 

 

Zsuzsanna SZELÉNYI is the Member of the Hungarian Parliament, the Member of the 

Hungarian Europe Society and the Member of the Board of the Institute of European Democrats 

(IED). She has held several political responsibilities in Hungary since the transition to democracy. 

She served as the Ministerial Commissioner in the Ministry of Education between 1994 and 1996 

and she worked for the Council of Europe from 1996 to 2010, as the Deputy Director of the 

European Youth Centre Budapest. She headed the Roma Education Fund in 2010. She also 

worked as the International Development Consultant in the Balkans and North Africa. She 

participated in working of several non-profit organizations, including Active Citizenship 

Foundation, German Marshall Fund of the United States, Marshall Memorial Fellowship and the 

Hungarian Europe Society. She holds degrees in Psychology, International Relations, and 

International Politics and Economics.  

                    

 

 

 

 

Milada Anna VACHUDOVA is the Chair of the Curriculum in Global Studies and 

Associate Professor of Political Science at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, USA. 

She is a Jean Monnet Chair in EU Studies. She specializes in the democratization of post-

communist Europe, the enlargement of the European Union, and the impact of international actors 

on domestic politics. She has held fellowships and research grants from the Harvard University, 

Columbia University, Princeton University and many others. She received a BA from Stanford 

University and as a British Marshall Scholar and a member of St. Antony’s College, she completed 

a D.Phil. in the Faculty of Politics at the University of Oxford. Her book, ʻEurope Undivided: 

Democracy, Leverage and Integration After Communismʼ received the XIIth Stein Rokkan Prize 

for Comparative Social Science Research and the 2006 Marshall Shulman Prize. 

 

Ivan VEJVODA is a Permanent Fellow of the Institute for Human Sciences in Vienna, 

Austria. In past, he was the Senior Vice President for Programs at the German Marshall Fund 

(GMF) of the United States. From 2003 until 2010, he served as the Executive Director of GMF’s 

Balkan Trust for Democracy, a project dedicated to strengthening democratic institutions in South-

Eastern Europe. Prior to that, he was the Senior advisor on foreign policy and European integration 

to Serbian Prime Ministers Zoran Djindjic and Zoran Zivkovic. He also served as the Executive 

Director of the Belgrade-based Fund for an Open Society from 1998 to 2002. He was a key figure 

in the democratic opposition movement in Yugoslavia during the 1990s. He has been awarded the 

French National Order of Merit in the rank of Officer and the Order of the Italian Star of Solidarity. 

He holds a diploma from the Institut d’Etudes Politiques de Paris, France, and completed 

postgraduate studies in philosophy at the Belgrade University, Serbia. 

  

  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

Anna VISVIZI is Head of Research of the Institute of East-Central Europe (IESW), Poland. 

She is political scientist and economist, editor and research consultant with extensive experience 

in academia and the think-tank sector in Europe and the USA. The author of several published 

works, she presented her work in many forums across Europe and the USA, including Capitol 

Hill. A former DAAD fellow, former Marie Curie fellow, she was also awarded fellowships to 

conduct research at the London School of Economics and the New York University. Her 

expertise spans four interrelated areas of research, i.e. the political economy of European 

integration, incl. the crisis in Greece; politics, economy and security in Central Europe, esp. the 

Visegrad countries; global safety and security, incl. Transatlantic relations, and theoretical 

dimensions of these processes. She holds Ph.D. from the University of Warwick, UK.  
  

 

 

 

 

Alena HOLKA CHUDŽÍKOVÁ is a Senior Research Fellow at the Centre for the 

Research of Ethnicity and Culture (CVEK) in Bratislava, Slovakia. She specialises in political 

discourses on minorities and national identity as well as prejudice, stereotypes, social identity 

issues, interethnic relations and cultural diversity. Since 2011 she has co-edited the Centre’s 

critical quarterly Minority Policy in Slovakia. She graduated from the University of Sussex in the 

United Kingdom where she majored in Applied Social Psychology.  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Márta PARDAVI is the Co-President of the Hungarian Helsinki Committee in Budapest, a 

leading human rights non-governmental organization in Hungary. A lawyer by training, she 

leads the organisation’s work in the field of refugee protection. She now also serves on the 

board of the PILnet Hungary Foundation. In 2003-2011, she was a member of the board, and 

later vice-chair, of the European Council on Refugees and Exiles. She regularly comments on 

migration issues for Hungarian and European media. 

 

 
 

 

 

Bulcsú HUNYADI is a senior analyst of Political Capital, a Budapest-based policy 

research institute. He heads the organisation’s programme focusing on radicalism, right-wing 

extremism and populism. His research areas include far-right and populist argumentation, 

radicalism prevention, xenophobix sentiments. He has contributed to Political Capital’s various 

publications mainly on right-wing extremism, populism, migration and foreign policy. He 

studied history, sociology and international relations at Pázmány Péter Catholic University and 

Andrássy University Budapest, Hungary, and participated in various scholarship and internship 

programmes in Germany and Austria.  

   

 
 

 

Zsuzsanna VÉGH is the Vice-chair of the Hungarian Europe Society, research fellow at 

the Comparative Politics Department of the European University Viadrina and associate 

researcher at the European Council on Foreign Relations. Her areas of research include the 

Visegrad Cooperation, the Visegrad countries’ foreign, security and international development 

policies and the EU’s Eastern Partnership policy. She studied International Relations and 

European Studies at the Central European University in Budapest, Hungary. In the past, she 

worked at the Center of European Neighbourhood Studies of the Central European University 

(2012-2017) and the Hungarian Institute of International Affairs (2009-2013). She also holds a 

Master from the Eötvös Loránd University, Hungary, in International Studies with a 

concentration on EU affairs and external relations. During her Master program, she also studied 

at the Jagiellonian University in Krakow, Poland.  

 
 

 



 
 

 

Bartłomiej E. NOWAK is the Foreign Affairs Secretary of Nowoczesna and the Head of 

the Chair of International Relations at the Vistula University in Warsaw, Poland. From 2010 to 

2013, he acted as the Executive Director at the Center for International Relations in Warsaw, 

Poland. Previously he worked in the European Parliament in Brussels-Strasburg from 2004 to 

2009 as the Head of cabinet of the EP Vice-President Janusz Onyszkiewicz and as a political 

advisor to Polish parliamentary delegates to the Convention on the Future of Europe from 2002 

to 2003. During Poland’s accession process to the EU, he was a member of the governmental 

National Council of European Integration and of the program board of Initiative YES in 

Referendum. He holds a PhD in Economics and completed his executive studies at the Harvard 

Kennedy School of Government in the USA. 

  

 
 

 

 

Miroslav BEBLAVÝ is an Associate Senior Research Fellow at the Brussels think-tank 

Center for European Policy Studies and the Member of the Slovak Parliament. He is also the 

Associate Professor of Public Policy at the Comenius University in Bratislava, Slovakia. Between 

2002 and 2006, he was the State Secretary of the Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family in 

Slovakia. In past, he also worked for a range of multilateral development institutions as a 

consultant in Europe, Africa and the Caucasus. His areas of interest include employment and 

social policy, education policy, fiscal policy, governance and corruption. He studied Finance in 

the Economic University in Bratislava and Economics at the University of St Andrews in the 

United Kingdom. 

 
 

 

Andrzej POTOCKI is the Vice-President of the Polish political party Stronnictwo 

Demokratyczne and Vice-President of the European Democratic Party (PDE-EDP). He is also the 

coordinator of the opposition coalition KOD (Committee for the Defence of Democracy) against 

the current Polish ruling party. He began political activity in the Polish Solidarity movement and 

he was among the founder members of the Civic Movement Democratic Action (ROAD). He was 

the associate of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and the 

member, political officer and acting chairman of the numerous OSCE observation missions in 

Balkans. He graduated from the Catholic University of Lublin, Poland. 

 
 

 

 

Balázs VÁRADI is a Senior Researcher and co-founder of the Budapest Institute, a leading 

Hungarian public policy think-tank. He also teaches the economist programme at ELTE 

University in Budapest, Hungary. He has participated in several policy formulation and 

evaluation efforts for the European Commission, the Hungarian Government, the ILO, the Green 

EP party group as well as various non-governmental organizations. In past, he was an adviser to 

the prime minister of Hungary on education, healthcare, and social affairs, and he also served as 

the Council of Europe adviser to the Georgian government on education policy. He studied at the 

Karl Marx (now Corvinus) University in Budapest and he received his doctorate from Yale 

University, USA. 

   

Jacek KUCHARCZYK is the President of the Institute of Public Affairs, one of Poland’s 

leading think-tanks. He received PhD in sociology at the Polish Academy of Sciences. He 

studied at the Graduate School for Social Research in Warsaw, Graduate Faculty of the New 

School for Social Research in New York, the University of Kent at Canterbury (MA in 

philosophy) and Warsaw University (MA in English studies). He has been a co-founder and 

board member of a number of international NGOs, including Prague Center for Civil Society, 

Policy Association for an Open Society PASOS and the European Partnership for Democracy 

(EPD) in Brussels. In 2009-2015 he was board member of the National School of Public 

Administration in Warsaw. He has authored many reports, policy briefs and books on European 

integration, democratic governance, democracy assistance and populism. His recent 

publications include “Populism and Protest in Poland” (with Joanna Fomina) in Journal of 

Democracy and the chapter on populism in Poland in the report “Nothing to fear but fear itself? 

Mapping and responding to the rising culture and politics of fear in the European Union”. 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Dániel HEGEDŰS is a Research Consultant at the Freedom House in Berlin, Germany, 

Member of the Hungarian Europe Society and a visiting lecturer in the Institute of Eastern 

European Studies at the Freie Universität Berlin and at the Eötvös Loránd University in 

Budapest. He contributes to the activities of Freedom House as a research analyst and country 

rapporteur on Hungary and is a contributing analyst at Wikistrat, a consultancy based in 

Washington D.C, USA. In past, he was a program officer at the Robert Bosch Center for Central 

and Eastern Europe, Russia, and Central Asia. He worked primarily on political developments in 

Eastern and Central Europe and was responsible for the event format Dialogue Forum Hungary. 

He studied political science and history at Eötvös Loránd University in Budapest, Hungary, and 

European law at Humboldt Universität in Berlin, Germany.   
 

 
 

Edit INOTAI is a Senior Fellow at the Center for Euro-Atlantic Integration and 

Democracy in Budapest, Hungary. She is also an editor and freelance foreign policy analyst. 

Before, she worked as a correspondent in Berlin, Germany. She served as a journalist at the 

Foreign Desk of Népszabadság from 1997-2003 and her main areas were European affairs, 

Spain, Latin-America with a special envoy to Madrid, Buenos Aires and Santiago de Chile. In 

2010 she became the Foreign Editor of Népszabadság and served in this position until 2014. 

She graduated from the Corvinus University in Budapest, Hungary. 

 
   

 

 

Milan NIČ is the Senior Fellow at the German Council on Foreign Affairs (DGAP) in Berlin, 

Germany. His expertise includes the EU, Central Europe and the Visegrad Group, European 

security, Western Balkans, EU and NATO enlargement, and transatlantic relations. Previously 

he worked as the Head of Future of Europe Programme at GLOBSEC Policy Institute in 

Bratislava, the Senior Adviser to the State Secretary at the Slovak Foreign Ministry (2010-

2012), consultant for the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina (2007-2009), and 

analyst for the European Stability Initiatives think-tank (2009 - 2010). In 2009 - 2010, he was 

also member of an external advisory council to the Slovak foreign minister. He studied at the 

Charles University in Prague, Czech Republic, the Central European University in Budapest, 

Hungary and at the Bologna Center of Johns Hopkins University’s School of Advanced 

International Studies (SAIS). 
 
 

Olga WYSOCKA is the Deputy Director of the Adam Mickiewicz Institute, a Warsaw-

based cultural institute. She is currently on maternity leave. She was the manager of the 

International Cultural Programme of the Polish EU Presidency and she worked at the Polish 

Institute in Berlin, Germany. She graduated from the Faculty of Political Science of the 

University of Warsaw, Poland, and she also studied at the Freie Universität in Germany. She 

received her PhD in political science at the European University Institute in Florence, Italy, 

with a dissertation on "Populism - The Polish Case". She is the winner of the Józef Tischner 

Fellowship from the Institute for Human Sciences of Vienna and has authored multiple 

articles and studies on populism, democracy and cultural promotion and management. 
 

   
 

 

István HEGEDŰS is the Chairman of the Hungarian Europe Society. Since the turn of the 

century, he has organised numerous conferences and workshops on current international affairs, 

focusing especially on the European Union issues. He has become politically active at the very 

beginning of the Hungarian regime-change; in 1989 he participated at the national roundtable 

negotiations on the transition to democracy as a delegate of the opposition groups and he was a 

permanent member of the media committee during the talks. He became a liberal member of 

the first free elected Hungarian Parliament in 1990 and also served as the Vice-Chairman of the 

Foreign Affairs Committee. He has worked as a lecturer in several higher education institutions 

and he is the author of numerous publications and political analyses. He received his PhD in 

Sociology at Corvinus University of Budapest, Hungary. 

 
This event is organized with the financial support of the European Parliament and the financial contribution of the 

German Marshall Fund. 

 


